
J A P A N E S E  T E C H N I C A L

DISPATCHED

Dr. Shoichi OSHIMA, the presenr Director
o f  P l a n n i n g  D i v i s i o n ,  J . H . D . ,  w a s
dispatched to Saudi Arabia, Qatar and United
Arab Emirates from 8 to 19 March 1991.

The Government  o f  Japan urgent ly
d ispatched a  pre l im inary  survey  team
composed o f  exper ts  f rom var ious
Ministries and Agencies concerned to the
Gulf area for studying possible measures and
actions to be taken for environmental oil
pollution in the area.

On behalf of Japan Maritime Safety Agency
Dr. Oshima, the then Director of Coastal
Surveys and Cartography Divis ion,  of
J.H.D.,  and Mr.  Kuniaki  SAKAKI,  a ret i red
JMSA Officer and now Senior Technical

COOPERATION MISS ION
TO THE GULF

Off icer  o f  Japan Mar i t ime D isas ter
Prevention Center, joined the survey team.
They were responsible for studying potenrial
technical cooperation to those countries in
the Gulf area, in the field of hydrography
and oceanography specially for combatting
oil spil l  and its drif iage.

Fol lowed by another team was a Japan
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D i s a s t e r  R e l i e f  T e a m
composed of experts from several Ministries
and Agencies,  and dispatched ro Saudi
Arabia from 30 March to 19 April this year.
From the Hydrographic Department of
Japan, Dr.  Minoru ODAMAKI,  Pr incipal
C o a s t a l  S u r v e y  O f f i c e r  o f  J . H . D .
pafiicipated in the team as an expert in tide
and tidal current.

Dr. Oshima (r ight) on the coast of Al Jubail ,  Saudi Arabia

IOC /WESTPAC SUBCOMMISS ION SYMPOSIUM
TO BE HELD IN  PENANG,  MALAYSIA

The IOC/IVESTPAC Subcommission wi l l
be  ho ld ing  a  sc ien t i f i c  sympos ium on
"Marine Science and Management of Marine

Areas of  the Western Paci f ic"  at  the
Bayview Beach Resort ,  Penang, Malaysia,
f rom 2 to 6 December 1991. The overal l



theme o f  the  sympos ium is  "Sc ien t i f i c
Contributions to the Effective Management
of the Marine Environment in the Western
Pacific." Leading experts have been invited
to present lectures and papers. Contributory
papers are also invited.

The symposium will be conducted over 5
days with Day 1 and Day 5 being committed
to plenary lectures. Day 2 is planned for
scientif ic papers on the following 4 topics:

- Causes and impacts of the sea level change
- Ocean variability and links with climate
- Biogeochemical processes
- Managing the marine environment

Day 3 and the morning of Day 4 wil l be
committed to Workshops on the 9 approved
IOC/WESTPAC Subcommiss ion  Pro-
grammes:

- Toxic and anoxic phenomena associated
with algal blooms

- Recruitment of penaeid prawns in the Indo-
Western Pacific Region

- Paleographic mapping
- Margins of active plates
- Climatic records in long-lived corals
- Cooperative studies of Ocean Dynamics in

the Northwest Pacific

The four th  sess ion  o f  WOCE Data
Management Committee (DMC-4) wil l be
held at the Hydrographic Department of
Japan in Tokyo from 28 to 30 October
1991, hosted by the Japan Oceanographic
Data Center.

W O C E  ( W o r l d  O c e a n  C i r c u l a t i o n
Exper iment) ,  one of  the biggest ocean
research program in 1990's concerning the
issues of global climate change, has been in
operational phase.

The goals of WOCE are:

l. To develop models useful for predicting

- Monitoring heavy metals and
organochlorine pesticides using the
mussel watch approach

- Cooperative research of the continental
shelf circulation in the Westem Pacific

- Assessment of riverine inputs to the sea in
the WESTPAC region

The afternoon of Day 4 is scheduled for
vis i ts to local  scient i f ic  establ ishments,  or
areas of  marine development.  A special
ha l f -day  sess ion  on  Day 5  w i l l  be
commit ted to the topic of  managing the
marine environment.

Persons interested in the symposium and
who wish to receive further details please
contact the Symposium Secretariat at the
address below.

Ms. Khairiah Mohd Shariff
Ministry of Science, Technology

and Environment
14th Floor, Wisma Sime Darby
Jalan Raja Laut
50662 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Telephone : 603-2938955
Telex:  MOSTEC MA28154
Telefax: 603-2936006

cl imate change and to col lect  the data
necessary to test them.

2. To determine the representativeness of the
specific WOCE data sets for the long-term
behavior of the ocean, and to find methods
for determining long-term changes in the
ocean circulation.

For WOCE implementat ion,  i t  is  a basic
recognition among related oceanographers
that eff-ective and powerful data management
system is essential to make the program
success fu l .  In  DMC-4 meet ing ,  the
fo l low ing  i tems w i l l  be  d iscussed:  (1 )
Present status of the WOCE data assembly;

FOURTH SESSION
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WOCE DATA MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE




