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The Survey Vessel Shoyo was constructed by Mitsui Shipbuilding & Engineering Co., Ltd., and delivered to

the Hydrographic Department of the Japan Maritime Safety Agency in 1998. Since commissioned on 20 March

1998, she has been engaged in various important missions, including detailed sea-bottom surveys in and

around cont inenta l  shel f  areas and 200 mi les extensive waters as wel l  as ear thquake prone areas and

submar ine volcanic  act  iv i ty  areas.
In Apr i l  1999 the Shoyo was awarded the pr ize of  "The Ship of  the Year  1998" by the Society  of  Naval

Archi tects  of  Japan.  The pr ize of  the Society  was establ ished in  1990 for  promot  ing shipbui ld ing wi th h igh

technology and ar t is t ry  and is  awarded to the most  excel lent  sh ip anrong a l l  des igned and constructed
year ly .  S ince establ ished,  luxury passenger l iners,  Ro-Ro f re ighters,  h igh-speed ships (a techno-super

l iner)  have been awarded the pr ize,  and the Shoyo is  the f i rs t  survey ship among a l l .  A pre l iminary

selection is made by the Society for those nominated ships constructed during the year, which is followed

by a f ina l  se lect ion of  the best  sh ip by a commit tee composed o{  ar t is ts ,  representat ives of  the news

media and others who are a l l  renowned throughout  Japan as d is t inguished in te l lectuals  having deep

knowledge of  sh ips and shipbui id ing.  The Shoyo won the h ighest  d is t inct ion of  being the most  excel lent

s h i p  o b t a i n i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  m a r k  o f  e i g h t  i n  e l e v e n  p o i n t s  ( v o t e s )  f o r  f i v e  a s p e c t s  o f  t e c h n i c a l

or ig inal i ty  and innovat ion,  technica l  f ru i t ion and achievement ,  e f fect  and in f luence to the publ ic

s o c i e t y ,  a r t i s t r y  a n d  t o p i c a l i t y  i n  p u b l i c .
The d is t inct ive features that  the Shoyo can boast  inc lude her  beaut i fu l ,  e legant  prof i le ,  qu ietness,

modern sophisticated survey and observation equipment as well as the high power main engines called ADD
(Advanced Diesel Engine Deve lopment ) -type Engine, which have been newly developed so as to make them

higher power and downsized. The ADD-type engine has been made almost half in its total weight and volune

in contrast  to  convent  ional  engines generat ing an equiva lent  power.  lY i th  the powerfu l  but  smal ler -s ized

ADD-type engines equipped, the extra space has been so yielded inboard and can be practically util ized for

not  only  comfor table operat ion fac i l i t ies and l iv ing quar ters but  a lso addi t ional  instnxnents and goods,

crew members and scientists, etc. This is also an advantage of the new Shoyo.
For efficient and effective survey operations in coastal waters, two 10-metre type survey launches are

carr ied aboard,  one of  which is  robot ized,  unmanned boat  fu l ly  automated under  e i ther  a computer ized
progranme mode or a remote control mode operated from the mother ship "Shoyo". This robotized boat is
particularly useful and powerful for conduct ing a hydrographic survey in and around dangerous waters such

as submar ine volcanic  act iv i ty  areas.
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