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As one o f  the  par t i c ipants ,  I  reached f rom Rangoon to  Tokyo on  6 th

N o v e m b e r  1 9 8 0 ,  t o  a t t e n d  L h e  P h y s i c a l  O c e a n o g r a p h i c  S u r v e y  C o u r s e .  T h e

group t ra in ing  s ta r ted  w i th  the  genera l  o r ien ta t ion  by  J ICA,  wh ich  j -nc luded

t h e  s u b j e c t s  o n  n a t u r a l ,  s o c i a l ,  h i s t o r i - c a l ,  c u l t u r a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  a s p e c t s

o f  Japan g iven by  lec tu rers  and pro fessors  o f  renovrned ins t i tu tes  and

un ivers i t ies .  I  was  rea l l y  impressed w i th  these lec tu res  and ach ieved

a fa i r  knowledge about  modern  Japan.

Then,  w€ s ta r ted  our  t ra in ing  progranme a t  the  Hydrograph ic  Depar t -

ment of  Mari t ime Safety Agency. The lecturers who \^/ere al l  the members

o f  the  Depar tment  gave us  no t  on ly  theore t ica l  bu t  a lso  prac t ica l  know-

ledge on  phys ics  and chemis t ry  o f  the  ocean.  In  each and every  sub jec t '

the  theory ,  computa t ion  and prac t ica l  ass ignments  were  inc luded suppor ted

by  exper iences  and we l l  es tab l i shed techn ica l  know-how.  We a lso  jo ined

f ie ld  t ra in ing  progra f imes on  the  oceanograph ic  observa t ion  and t ida l  and

cur ren t  observa t ion  on  board  the  Survey  Sh ips  SH0Y0 and KAIYO,  respec-

t i v e l y .  D u r i n g  t h e  f i e l d  t r a i n i n g ,  w e  r e c e i v e d  c l o s e  a n d  f u l l  c o o p e r a t i o n

f rom the  personne l  o f  the  survey  sh ips  and o ther  au thor i t ies  concerned.

T h e  l e c t u r e r s  a n d  i n s t r u c t o r s  t r i e d  t h e i r  u t m o s t  t o  t e a c h  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s

very  w i l l i ng ly  and exhaust ive ly  dur ing  our  t ra in ing  per iod .  V is i t ing

progranrmes f  o l lowed a f  te r  respec t i -ve  sub jec ts ,  and a l l  these techn ica l

v i s i t s  w e r e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  t h e  v i s i t s  w e r e  r e l a t e d  t o  o u r  s u b j e c t s

th rough wh ich  we cou ld  update  our  ex is t ing  knowledge.  These \ , re re  no t  on ly

i n f o r m a t i v e  b u t  a l s o  u s e f u l  f o r  f u t u r e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  o u r  r e s p e c t i v e

c o u n t r i e s .

In  my op in ion  th is  course  has  been in tended no t  on ly  to  ra ise  the

s tandard  o f  the  techn ica l  knowledge o f  the  par t i c ipants  bu t  a lso  fo r

fos te r ing  mutua l  unders tand ing  and techn ica l  coopera t ion  among the  donor

and the  rec ip ien t  count r ies .  Such an  a t tempt  by  the  Government  o f  Japan

i s  h i g h l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  t h e  g l o b a l  c r i s i s  i s  p e r s i s t e n t l y

increas ing  day  by  d ty .

Today when the  t ra in ing  course  is  about  to  be  comple ted ,  I  f ind  my-

s e l f  v e r y  p r o u d y  a n d  h a p p y ,  M o r e o v e r ,  I  c a n n o t  e x p r e s s  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  m y

happ iness  no t ic ing  tha t  Japan is  t ry ing  to  exp lo i t  the  ocean [owards  the

b e n e f i t  o f  m a n k i n d .  I n  m y  c o n c l u s i o n  I  e x t e n d  m y  t h a n k s  a n d  g r a t i t u d e  t o

the  Japanese Government ,  J ICA author i t ies  and members  o f  the  Hydrograph ic

D e p a r t m e n t  f o r  m a k i n g  o u r  t r a i n i n g  a n d  s t a y  e a s y  a n d  c o m f o r t a b l e .


